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Press Release

A public opinion poll conducted by Jerusalem Media & Communications Center

  Methodology:
A random sample of 1200  people over the age of 18 was interviewed face-to-face throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip between 7-11  October 2009.The interviews were conducted in randomly selected homes, and the subjects inside each home were also selected randomly according to Kish tables. The interviews were conducted in 60 sampling points chosen randomly according to population. 

In the West Bank  760  people were surveyed from the following areas: Hebron: Hebron, 

Yatta, Beit Umar, Arrub Refugee Camp, Sair, Dura, Beit Ula, Beit Kahel. Jenin: Jenin, Jenin Refugee Camp‘Arraba, Silat al-Harithiya, Zababdeh, Sanur. Bethlehem: Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, Za’tara, Al-Khader, Azza Refugee Camp. Ramallah & al-Bireh: Ramallah, Al-Bireh Beit Rima, Deir Ghassaneh, al-Mazraa al-Sharqiya, al-Amari Refugee Camp, Kaubar. Jericho: Jericho, Ein al- Sultan Refugee Camp.  Jerusalem: a-Dahiya, a-Ram, Bir Nabala, Qalandiya Refugee Camp, Shu’fat, Old City, Beit Hanina, Beit Hanina a-tahta, al-‘Issawia, Wadi al-Joz, Silwan, Jabal Al-Mukaber. Nablus: Nablus, Huwwara, Zawata, Kafr Qalil, Balata Refugee Camp, Salfit. Tulkarem and Qalqiliya: Tulkarem, Tulkarem Refugee Camp, Ramin, Beit Lid, Qalqiliya, ‘Azzun. 

In the Gaza Strip: 440  people were surveyed from:  Gaza: Beach Refugee Camp, a-Nasir, Al-tufah, al-Daraj, Sheikh Radwan, a-rimal North, a-rimal South, Sabra, al-Shuja’ia, Zaytoun.  

Khan Younis: Abssan al-Saghir, Khan Younis, Bani Suheila, Abassan al-Kabur, Khan Younis  Refugee Camp.  Rafah: Rafah, Rafah Refugee Camp, Tel al-Sultan Refugee Camp. Gaza North: Jabaliya, Beit Lahiya, Jabaliya Refugee Camp, Beit Hanoun. Deir al-Balah: Deir Al Balah, Nuseirat Refugee Camp, al-Maghazi Refugee Camp, Bureij Refugee Camp.   

The margin of error is ±3 percent, with a confidence level of 95%.

	Sample Distribution
	
	Occupation of Respondents 

	51.7 % of the respondents were from West Bank,11.7  % from Jerusalem,  36.6 % from the Gaza Strip. 

30.4% said they live in villages, 15.8 % in refugee camps, and 53.8 % in towns/cities. 

48.8% were male, 51.2 % were female.

66.9% were married, 24.6% single, 4.4 % widowed, 1.1 % divorced, 3.0 % no answer. 

The average age of the respondents was 35years.
	
	· Students  13.1%

· laborers  11.1% 

· Farmers/fishermen  1.8% 

· Craftsmen  0.7% 

· Businessmen/private business 7.5 % 

· Public Sector Employees 13.3 %

· Private Sector Employees 6.3 %

· Professionals (e.g. doctors/lawyers/ pharmacists/engineers) 0.5 % 

· Housewives  34.0% 

· Unemployed  8.7 % 

· Retired  1.8%, 

· No answer 1.2 %.




Results:

Q1. Do you support marriage of young women under the age of 18?
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	Yes
	20.8
	18.0
	25.5

	No
	78.0
	80.4
	73.9

	Don’t know \ No answer
	1.2
	1.6
	0.6


Q2. Do you agree or disagree with the co-education in schools?
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	I agree till elementary 
	29.8
	29.5
	30.5

	I agree till secondary 
	15.8
	22.4
	4.3

	I disagree with co-education in schools
	53.8
	47.5
	64.8

	Don’t know \ No answer 
	0.6
	0.6
	0.4


Q3. From your point of view, is it useful for women to work outside the house (be employed) or is it better for women not to work outside the house in our country? 
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	It is useful for women to work (be employed) outside the house
	72.2
	69.9
	76.1

	It is preferable for women not to work (be employed) outside the house
	26.8
	28.9
	23.0

	Don’t know
	0.9
	0.9
	0.9

	No answer 
	0.1
	0.3
	0.0


Q4. Is religion an important part of your life? 
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	Yes
	92.6
	89.1
	98.6

	No 
	7.0
	10.4
	1.1

	Don’t know \ No answer 
	0.4
	0.5
	0.3


Q5. Did you fast during the month of Ramadan?*  
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1165
	n=  727
	n=438

	Most of the days or all of the days
	93.0
	91.1
	96.3

	A few days
	5.2
	6.9
	2.3

	I did not fast
	1.5
	1.8
	1.1

	No answer 
	0.3
	0.2
	0.3


* This question was asked to Muslims only
Q6. During the month of Ramadan, did you perform all religious prayers?*
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1165
	n=  727
	n=438

	I prayed all days
	84.3
	80.2
	91.1

	I prayed only on Fridays
	9.0
	10.3
	6.8

	I didn’t pray 
	6.4
	8.9
	2.1

	No answer 
	0.3
	0.6
	0.0


* This question was asked to Muslims only

Q7. Have you performed Al Umra (a pilgrimage to Mecca performed by Muslims that can be undertaken at any time of the year)?*
	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1165
	n=  727
	n=438

	Yes
	23.5
	28.9
	14.6

	No 
	76.1
	70.6
	85.4

	No answer 
	0.4
	0.5
	0.0


* This question was asked to Muslims only

Q8. Do you think that the Palestinian Personal Status law must be based on the principles of Islamic Sharia or on the Civil law? 

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	The Islamic Sharia 
	55.8
	53.0
	60.7

	The Civil Law
	17.0
	20.5
	10.9

	Both
	25.0
	23.9
	26.8

	Don’t know \ No answer 
	2.2
	2.6
	1.6


Q9. Do you support having multiple wives? 

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	Yes
	21.4
	19.7
	24.3

	No 
	76.7
	78.4
	73.6

	Don’t know \ No answer 
	1.9
	1.9
	2.1


Q10. In general, which TV station do you watch the most?*

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	MBC1
	19.1
	25.1
	8.6

	Palestine
	10.6
	10.4
	10.9

	Al Jazeera
	8.7
	9.9
	6.6

	Al Aqsa
	8.4
	3.6
	16.8

	Abu Dhabi
	4.1
	4.2
	3.9

	Al Manar
	3.4
	4.6
	1.4

	Al Arabiya
	2.8
	3.0
	2.5

	Rotana Cinema
	2.8
	2.4
	3.6

	Al Majd
	2.6
	2.6
	2.5

	Rotana
	2.0
	2.4
	1.4

	Panorama Drama
	1.8
	0.9
	3.4

	MBC2
	1.7
	2.0
	1.1

	Al Haya
	1.7
	1.2
	2.5

	Syria
	1.5
	2.4
	0.0

	Iqra’
	1.5
	1.3
	1.8

	MBC4
	1.4
	1.7
	0.9

	Other
	20.4
	19.9
	21.4

	Don’t know
	1.4
	0.3
	3.4

	No answer 
	4.1
	2.1
	7.3


*This question was an open ended question

Q11.  Which soap opera series did you watch the most during the month of Ramadan?*

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	Bab el Hara
	59.8
	60.9
	57.7

	Beit Jiddi
	3.7
	3.9
	3.2

	Qisset Sayidna Yousuf
	2.3
	2.6
	1.8

	Al Rahaya
	1.4
	1.6
	1.1

	Zaman Al ‘Ar
	1.4
	2.0
	0.5

	Sabaya
	1.3
	2.0
	0.0

	Other
	10.1
	11.8
	7.0

	Don’t know
	2.8
	2.5
	3.4

	No answer 
	17.2
	12.7
	25.3


*This question was an open ended question

Q12.  Did you watch the program “Watan Ala Watar”, which was shown on Palestinian TV during the month of Ramadan? 

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	Yes
	33.3
	40.4
	21.1

	No
	64.3
	57.5
	76.1

	No answer 
	2.4
	2.1
	2.8


Q13.  What did you think of the program? 

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 400
	n= 307
	n= 93

	Good
	55.5
	55.7
	54.8

	Nor good or bad
	35.0
	35.5
	33.3

	Bad
	9.3
	8.8
	10.8

	No answer 
	0.2
	0.0
	1.1


* This question was only asked for those who answered yes in Q28

Q14. Have you ever visited Jerusalem?  

	
	Total
	West Bank
	Gaza

	
	n= 1200
	n=  760
	n=440

	No
	31.3
	12.2
	64.1

	Yes: once  
	19.8
	20.7
	18.4

	Yes : many times  
	48.7
	66.8
	17.3

	No answer
	0.2
	0.3
	0.2
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