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Introduction

The aim of this study is to provide an in-depth picture of the daily lives and dilemmas of
Palestinians in Jerusalem today. The study focuses on a2 number of questions:

® How do Palestinians define Jerusalem?

® What is their demographic weight in the city, and what role has demography played in
Israeli policy?

® What impact has Israeli policy on city planning and housing had on Palestinians’ quality
of life in Jerusalem? What is the reality of Palestinians’ housing situation today?

e What has the closure of the city done to Palestinian institutions, economys, social life, and
collective well-being?

e What is the Palestinians’ current residency status in the city, and what effect has the
“center of life” policy had?

e What effect have the political changes of the past decade had on the lives of Palestinians
in Jerusalem? How integrated into or apart from Israeli society are they? What political
predicaments do they face today? How do they evaluate their existing situation and
political strategies? What are their views on the future of their city?

We have tried to focus on some of the lesser-known but enormously important aspects of
Palestinian life in Jerusalem, such as the impact of the city’s closure and Palestinian political
attitudes, and to bring the Palestinian perspective to life through interviews and survey
research. The purpose of this report is not to give detailed reports on each aspect of
Palestinian reality, since there are many excellent existing studies that do just that. Rather,
this report strives to put it all together and paint a more broadbrush picture of life through
the eyes and voices of Palestinian Jerusalemites, so we can understand what they experience
each day.

Today, Jerusalem’s Palestinians are caught in dilemmas on every level. Whether or not a
solution is found for the final status of Jerusalem, and whatever that solution may be, the
urgent and chronic problems of this sector of the population will have to be addressed as
soon as possible. This report is a step toward identifying some of those problems and
shedding light on how Palestinians themselves view the problems and potential solutions.

The report was commissioned by the JMCC and funded by the Ford Foundation. Research
methods include random field surveys', first-person interviews with prominent Palestinian
Jerusalemites, and a literature survey. The field studies and interviews were carried out in the
summer of 1999.

This report was researched, written, and produced before the outbreak of the al-Agsa
Uptising on September 28, 2000. While it does not reflect the impact of these events, we
nonetheless feel it captures the overall situation in Jerusalem before the uptising, most of
which holds equally true now.

Ghassan al Khatib
Director, [MCC
September 2000



















































































































































































































































































































































































